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DESCRIPTION OF 
the towne of T ottenham High- 
Croſſe itz Middleſex : 
Together with 


An hiltoricall Narration of fuch me - 


morable things, as arethere to bee 
ſecne and obferued. 
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Collected, digeſted, and written by 


Wilhelm ©Bedwell,at this preſcnc 
Paftour of the Pariſh. 
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"EUN IS YG Bt mad No abt $qoy. 
Honourable Fligh,Lotd 'Colerane, 


Barron of Colerane, health ail 'profe' 
perity in this world,and inthat to | 


$. 
L 


come, life euctlaſtitis;*' 5 © 
Right Honourable, 
NCT Aving, pon ſome occaſions, 


& A de a briefe deſcription of the 
ay townzof Tottenham, with a 
J Purpoſe tomake is publike,] was 
Ne 45 the manner 1:,to bethinke my 
a ſclf:of a patron : And amongſt 
many knowne, 1 found none to whom it might more 
uſt ly belong ghento your Honour. Firſt, becauſe you 
we Lord, and cheefe commander there : Then for 
10as I my ſelfe , amio none other ſo much in (eruice 
md duty obliged, It is, I confeſſe, the fruite of ſome 
vacant or idle howers : Andtherefore, in all proba- 
: C 2 biltty . 
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The Epiſtle Dediratory. 

"' bility; likely to be of to great worthrorvalew, What- 

 focuerit is , it war intended for the honour of your 
towne: And for a token of my ſeruice and dutifull re. 
Jſpett romo your Lordſhip, Jf your Honour (ball ac- 
Ccpi it,and of him that offereth it, it # aſmuch as hee 
achreth, Thus I ceaſe at this time your Honours fat” 
ther trouble, and I end,as I began,with prayer pnto 
the Almig hty for the continuance of your Lord(hps 
bealth and welfare, | 


From Tottenham this 


25 of March, 1631, 2 
By yorr Honours wholy in 
: all obſeruancy, bounden, 
4 Wikeln Bednel; 
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BRIEFE DESCRIP- 
tion of the towne of Tottenham 


Hiehcrofſe, in the county of 
5 je Middleſex. ths 


Chap 1. 


Of the Definition, or Forms: 
of the villaze 


tua yin, 4ridiculons andfoolsſh name. : 
Hetcupon it is, That many learned writers, not contented 
with the tirles of their bookes, doe, leaft the Readers ſhould 
miſtake and thinke to- finde more or lefle in their writings, 
then they haue intended, in the beginnings 0f their workes, 
ſer downethe argument or briefe ſumme of theilame. y 
| C made 


The deſcription 
made the great Ptolomey, in the entrance of that his great 
worke of Geography to make ſo mucha do about. the declas 
ration of the title thereof. 

For there are foure words in this kinde of learning, to wit, 
Coſmography,Geography,( horography,and Topograpby, which 
are of {ome neere:Ninitic, ' and ſoare ſomerimes miſtaken by 
the ign orant,, who oft put one. foranother , when asall the 
tkearned do know and muſtneeds- confeſſe that they do differ 
bothinvſe and fignification, as their ſeucrall etymology's do 
plainely teach. For as 

Coſmography importeth, a deſcription of the wor'd, the 
whole world,conſiftiag of the Heau'nly ſpeares and Earthly 
globe: Geography, of the Earthalone, and the Sea inuironing it: 
Choreography , of ſome particular kingdome or prouince of the 
Earth;So is Tepography,nothing <ls but adeſcription of ſome 
one particular place,village,or towne in ſome-kingdome, pro- 
uince, country or other. | 

Wee purpoſe not to atsm agere,to meddle with that, 
which other men haue done > x vs. For what hope haue 
wee,cither to adde ought vnto their labours, or to mend what 
they haueleaft vnperte& ? The World,the Heauens, the Earth 
haue bene accuratly defcribed by Ptolomey: The heauns alone, 
by Copernicus,& Tycho.Brahe:The Earthjby Ortelins,Merca- 
vr, Maginus,& others:This our Iland by many, both ſtrangers 
and home-borne: Butof this our towne in particular, I know 
not whether cuer any hath'ſo much'as-attempted to fay or 
write onght,or-not: Of that therfore wee purpoſe, God wil- 
ling forthe further illuſtration of the former diſcours , to fay 
ſomething. | FN 

TOTTEN HeAM,a member of the hindred of Edmon- 
ron, in the county of Middlefex,diſtant fromthe famous City of 
London northward about ſix mileg,althougb it be neitherCity, 

towne,nor corporation, yetis doubtleſſe as auncient, and hath 

bene as famous, asany-other place of that nature there abouit 
whatſocuer, It js, I confeſſc, of no great quantity or circuit of 
| | | grounG..: 
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© of Tottenham 


p- greund. Yet as Itis leſe then ſomeone or twoof the acighbout 
villages nexe vnto it:So itismuchgreacerthenſtndry others of 


em 
Onthe Eaſt is bordereth ypon wait-bamftowe inEſſex,from 
which it is ftuered by the famous river Leigh : On the South 
it lyeth vpon Hackney & StokeNewington-On the Weſt ypoa 
Hornſey, and Fryon; Edmonton( or Edelmton ) confinethit 
0a the North ſide. 7 
The Breadthof the pariſh, from North to Sonth , through 
which the mainerodeftom Scotland to Londun,nowe licth, 1s 
about two miles andaquarter, The South border, from the 
faydriuer, vnto the confines of Newington and Hornſey , is 
a{much, if not fomwhat more, From thence, on to ward the 
Northwelt,it runneth, as the perambulation walke leadeth, in 
Length toward Bett'stile,as I eſteeme it fomwhat more then 
five miles. From hence, in a maner in a ſtraight line, whichis 
cheLength of the towne, to the foot ef High-ham hill in Eſſex, 
it coaſteth along by Edmonton, well nere fiue miles,if not alto- 
- gether. So that the whole cjrcuite or compaſſe of the pariſh is 
aboute 14,07 1.5 miles. | 
The Forme therfore ofthistowne,isnot,as the geometricians 
{peak,regular : But of a miſt figure, compounded of a Quadrate 
. & Triangle. Which kindeof figure,is of Euclide and his ſchol- 
 lers both Greeks and Latines called Trapez0ides.: But;of Naſla- 
ru'd dinus and his Arabians Hel/habiho helmuariphe,as Cam- 
- panus hath it : Qr A!ſhabiho'lmonharife, as wee. more truly 
: CONCEINC Its | 


The deſcription 
CHAP. II 


Of the Etymology , or reaſon of the 
name of the towne. 

"O:renham,thename of rhe place,13,as you may eaſily con-- 

ceiue, compounded or made of two woords, Terre,or Tot- 
tex,and Ham. ] hat they are Saxon words, it cannot be doub- 
ted, And therefore thar their ſignifications mult bee ferch'd 
from the Dutch or Germanes, there is no queſtion. They are 
both often mette withall in proper names of places, and 
familics,taking their denominations from certaine places, 
Ham,the latter ofthe twots the more. common,e(pecially in 
compounded names, ſuch as this of ours is; For infinite are 
the names of places in this kingdome , whichdoe end in this 
termination : And yet truc it is, though it bee thus common, 
few there be amongſt vs , who do ynd<rſtand what this word 
ſhould meane. 

Know therefore that Heyw,, which is the ſame with our 
Ha, inallreſpets, bothinvie, and fignification,is in that 
language, as their lcarnedit gramarians doe enforme vs,proper 
ly the ſame, that to the Latines Sepes, ſeprum; epimentum,1s, 
That isan Hedge,Encloſure,or place encompaſſed about, with 
buſhes, ſtakes, or pales, for a defence againſt beaſts,or enemies - 
aſſaults, Hence,as I ſuppoſe,we haue our word Hemme , for a 
verge , made about a garment, linnen or woolen, for the 
trengthning of it. Venerable Beda.ourlearred country man, 
wholiued well neere 920 fince, doth interpret it Manfionem,. 
A placeof abode or dwelllng, when he ſayth, That Suidhelm 
the ſonne of Sexbald, was baptized of Cedda(S.Chadd) inthe 
prouince of the Eſtangles, inthe Kings rowne, which is called 
Rendlcſham ideft Manſfio Rendils, The manſion of Rendill, Bed. 
ecle. hift. [11.22.Hereupon as the ſame mine authors doe teſt i- 
fie, it is takenpro Dome,for an houſe,or place of dwelling, ſet 
within ſuch an encloſure,. And inthis ſenſe doe we oft vic ar? 

Wore. 
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- word; alittle varied according to the diuerſity of dialety. 
The Northen-men call that Heame , which wecall Home, in 
this phraſe of their At hearre and ours At howe , for that 
which the Latines ſay Dowzi, Thus is the word yſed in this 
compoſition. The diminutiue of it, Hamlcree, for an Endway,. 
or a tew houſes ypona knot, isa word commonly vicd all the 
kingdome ouer. | 

Totte,or Tortes,the —_—_— of thename, alrhough it bee 
in preper names,as I ſayd, often vſed,as in Tornefſe, Tot-ham, 
Totteredge and ſuch like, yet it is not ſocaſty todjutge,W har it 
ſhould in this place ſignify. Tozte, in the Saxonor Germane 
tung, as my forcited Author telleth me, is the ſamethatto 
the Latines Twtzlns, Cornu, Extremitas inflar cornu, eApex, 
. Co:#52,13, Thar is a Tufft, Cornergthe end of any thing, like ynto 
an horne, A creſt,or ſharp top of any thing; Hereupon, in the- 
ſecond place,it is the ſamethat Paps/la, eapitulum [inc capitel= 
lam manims,1 he Teate or Dugge ofa womans breaſt,or other 
fuchlike. And we from hence,do fay, of him that hath along 
noſe, He hath 4 toting noſe. | 

And ſur'ly ſuch is theweſt end of this pariſh;as by the for- 
mer deſcription you may perceiue-For it runneth between 
Fryon,and Edelmton with avery ſharp corner,like a Wedge . 
Yea,andindeed;fuch is Totneffe in Cornwall : For it isa Cape, 
or Forland, ſtretching it ſeife farre oat fromthe continent into 
theſca.Suchis Totteredg-: For it is alimme of Byſhops«Hat- 
field,and ycr is it diſtant from it ar leaſt ſcau'n or eight miles. - 
Sach is Tot-ham in Efſex ; For it isfeated vpon a promontory, 
putting it ſelfefarre into the ſea, Yet whether it were ſo named. 
of this the forme, 1 dare not for certaine afH3rme ; And yet a» 
gaine, what elſe may wee imagine ſhou!d bee the reaſon of de-- 
riuation of Hornſey, the rext neighteur,as we hauc ſayd on the 
_— fide, but to bee ſonamcd of the Angles and corners * 
O1-4t 2” 
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The- deſcription 
CHAP. III, 
Of the Latitude, and Longitude of Tottenham, 
He Lecitude of Tuttenham,ur thediſtance of ir from the 
A Eq atot,is5 1036, orz7. that is 51 degrees; & 36 or 37 
_ miares. For it 60 Engliſh miles vpon the Earth,do anſwere 
to 1 degice, (or which isall one, to60 minutes) in Heau'n ; as 
. expericncedoth tinde it to be, And the Laticude of London bee 
.51932,45 the learned and painefull M. Wright hath determined 
1rtobe: Andthis village,lying vnger the fame meridian, be 4. 
or 5 mites remote from London toward the North: It mult 
needs follow,rhat the Laricude here ſhall be 5x 936 0r 37. Here-» 
upon therefore it foiloweth; That from hence, tothe fartheſt 
parc of che North, which hath the pole for the Zenith or ver- 
-ticall poyut, there are 2304 miles: And againe tothe middeſt . 
of the Parched-Zone, which haththe Zenith zn the Equator, 
or Equinodiall line, there are 3096 Englith miles. 
The Loxgitade, or diſtance of this towne , from the firſt 
.meridian 18, as all men,which know them both , muſt needes 
coufcile, the ſame with that of the honourable City of Lon« 
don: For they ly beth, as before was touch'd, ynder the ſame 
meridian. Now what the Longitude of London ſhould beeyif 
weaske the Colmographers,will be hard todetermine ; Forin 
this they agree as clockes viually do: Or as the Almanach ma- 
| kers do, about the weather. Paſſing by. therefore with filence 
their diuerſities, T aſſent vnto ourEnglifh Tycho,who findeth 
-ir diſtant from the firſt meridian 2-2 degrees. 
.O fthe Soile, and Aire. 
bh Soile here is yariousand of diuers natures,bur all gene- 
rally good, eyther for Corne or Graſſe. The hill, vponthe 
which the Church ſtandeth,is forthe moſt part grauell:Much 
of it is a reddiſh kinde of earth, ſuch, as it is fayd there lands 
are in Rutland ſhire, - 
About the Crofſe,and ſundry other places elſewhere, they 
diggea Red-loome, fit for Brickes. Yea, andif I miſtake not 
the matter.verygood for Potters too. For inrheformer ſtory, 
you hauc heard, that Perkin who wanne agd carried _ yy 
| DIIGE, 


of Tottenham 
bride was of that occupation , and lin'd by that trade here.- 
\ hich conieureof mine, it it be true,then do I withall be-: 
leeue, Thar the carththey vied,was digged our of thole pittes 
whichto this day are called the Loome-pittes. 

The Aire,1s wholeſome-and temperate, as goodas any orher 
of the nezghbourhood whatſoeuer, Herearenobogg's, mores, - 
nor fennes toinkeordiſtemper it. TheRiver with the pleaſant 
and fertile meddowes, which are indeed ſometimes ouerflows 
ed,dolyevpon the Eaſt ſide of the towne, and therefore theſe 


cannot be offenſiue, 
Of the Dinifion of the Pariſh. 


=His being done, the next thing that in order,by rules of 
Methode ſucceedeth, is the diuiſion of the towne. Firft 
therefore it is diuided into two partes by alittle- brooke, 
which iffucth out of Moſwell-hill, in horneſey pariſh, and 
therefore we will call it Afoſa,or if you pleaſe Hofe/la, This 
riuclet falling from-thishill,paſſing along betweene Hornſey,& 
Tottenham wood, and running through the middeſt of the 
trown,in a Mcaner faſhion,or after the marder of the Greek ct. 
pitall O»zega,leauing rhe Parſonage & Vicaragevpon thenorth, 
rannethalong by the high way,vatill it cometo the great ſtone” 
Bridge,where itſuddenly maketha right angle, & falling vnder 
the ſameghaſteth in a ſtraight courſe to a branch of the Leigh, 
dinided from it by the labour of mans hand, for a Mill-ſtreame,” 
This diuiſion 1s Naturall : Another dinifion-there is of it, 
which wee may iuſtly terme Ciuill. This is into 4 wards. The 
Neather ward,the Middle ward, High-crofſe ward,and wood- 
greene ward. This diuiſionis vnequall inrefpect of circuite,or 
quantity of ground : But reaſonable in differetit , if you reſpect 
the number of familyes,os multitude of people. For there 15no' 
greardifference betweere themall,in this reſpet-+ 
The Neather warde,conteined within the ſaid rivelette,the 
Leigh, and the Northlimits of the pzriſh, comprendeth the 
Parfonag,the Vicarage,and the Northend oftheſtreat,onboth 
fidsof the high way,wich the houſe of Mr Gerard Gore,wher® 
in at this time the R*H'S* Iohn Coke,one of the principall ſes 
cretary's of State, hath in ſummer time kis ordinary reſidence 
and abode. . Tt ec 


The deſcription 

The M:ddl:-ward beginneth at the laſt recited houſe, and 
-comprehendeth all the Marſh-ftreet,& gy of the Marſh vnto 
the lane which leadeth from the Marſh tothe Hale: and fo 
fiom thence to the Bridge on this ſide the.Croffe , and all 
the Church end,and all beeweene the Broke or the Parſonage 
Lane, where we fi:{t beganne. 

The Highcroſſe-ward beginning at the foreſayd Bridge, 
.conteineth the Ha'e, with the Mill, and ſoall within theriuer, 
vato Stam*ord-hill, and a'l Page-greene and High croffe. This 
I meane,1s bounded on the North, . by a ſtraight line drawne 
from the ſay Bridgeynto th: maine River, On the Eaſtand 
Souch by the limits of che Pariſh. Oa the Welt-asit were by 

the out lide of the Highway. 428 

The fourthand laſt, for quantity of grewnd, is more then 
thfice ſo great,asall the three former, Fox1tcomprehendeth all 
the reſt of the Pariſh wharfocuer is not reckoned inthe for- 
m2r,aslimms,or members of them. Therefore of thisare Weſt= 
greene, Hangers,Dou'cotes, Chapinan greene, Wood-greene, 
(of which-1c hath denomitiation, the Hill, Tottenham wood, 
and Boundes-brookes OM 

Thirdly,it isagaine diuided into twoparts,but-very vnequal- 
*7 , by thenow Highway , or great rode before mentioned, 
which leading from Walt-ham towards London ,almolſt in a 
\ Rraight line, tendeth dire&ly South about ſome quarter of a 
mi'e beneath the Church. 

The now High-way, Ifay, For before the Barrons warres, 
which fell our innKing Iohns time abour the yeare of our Lord 
1210,the great rodeour ofthe North, lay through Hartford, 
and from thence to Hatfield', and ſo through the Chace, to 
South-gate, Boes, WooulJ-greene, Dou'cores,along to a Stone 
Bridge, ncerethe confines of Tetrenham, Hornſey, and News 
inton, and fo through Iflington to London. | 

But I had rather you ſhould heare that honour of his coun- 
try,the renerend Camden, then my felfe:For his authority is ſuch 
.» none, but vpon good grounds, will contradict. From _ 

f- 


FY OO, SY = . Re et EA raed ot oY BY _ POET 8 p 
* Ee Ton ie Roto Eee iegetrmnend ad nnd ES FE OI WO 

% S 4 [; T . Fn PW 37 2 Fx BR Se, GIGS, 
y x A > 2438 ren Eos : 

4 o F p G _ "3 yo : > 
# Fl . - } 2 I 79.09 

7 
> d 1 f 
* - 
: Z 
E ” 


(T4 rtford bee meaneth )Leafalleth downe forth with to War, 
ſos amed of a barre or damme, madeto ſtay the water flreams 
which our aunceſtours called A weare, or ware, Thys towne,en'n | 
at the very firff aid much harme unto Hartford: Aud afterwards a 
by reaſon 1t became ſo greatly frequented, darkened,as it were,the 
light thereof. For when the Barons warre againft king [6h was 
waxed hotte , this Ware preſuming much vpontheir Lerd, the 
Baron of Ware,tarned London hi gh way tottwherasbeforeit was . W- 
but alittle village , and knowne by a Friery that hee founded, —_ 
Ntither was it lawfull to paſſe that way with cartes ,confidering x 
that the Bridge was chained the keyes wherebf were in the cuſto» 
ay of the Bailsfe of Hertford.Thus fare hee. _ 
Euer ſince this time, thatisFfor the ſpace of theſe 400 ard 4 
twenty yeares, haththisrowne, ware, I meane,flouriſhed, fo w> 
that nowe 1s1t not only becomegrear : But for many fayre bil- : 
dings,<{pecially of Innes,of great rcecipt , thereare not inthis 
kingdome,nay I may ſay, inithe world, many which do excell 
it-And asthis towne ſince that, hath woonderfully proſpered: 
So haue all/the townes,vpon this rode,betweene this and Lon- 
don, riſento gether with it, and for theirgreatnes, they are 
bchoiding to Fare and the authours of thoſe rumults and , 
huzley burleys. $0 
This digifion T1 would not hauementioned, but for this ſtory w_— 
to weet that you might know,what the reaſon is of the extra» 

; ordinary frequency,which indeed hathalong time beue,andat 
thistime nowe is ſuch,that there are very fewe Churches nere 
this way, thatatre able toconteine their ordinary inhabitants. 
And againe for that it is obſerued,hat inthe ſoile or ſeed,there 
is much difference;That on the Eaſt ſide of it being better,then 
that on the Weſt, ; 

A fifth diniſion rhere is in thistowne,and that is by the Lord 
ſhips, which are in number7, nam'ly The Parſonage, Totten= 

-ham,Pembrooks, Bruſes,Dawbenys,Mockings,and Dou'cotes, 

The Parſonagelyethaltogether betyween the fayd Brook & Ede 

anonton.It hath many tenaunts here & there diſperſed ayd ma 

ny of them of no meane quality. haue heard called ata Cop 
D there 
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The djſeription 


there held foure Noblemen,as many Knights,and diuers gentle 
men and 'Eſquires. | 

The other fine, which next follow do all belong vntothe 
right Honorable the Lord of Colerane, and ſo they being but 
as one,do keepe but one Court forall,and by that meates chey 
arenot cafic to bee diſtinguiſhed by any , but the Steward of 
. the Courtes,Doucotcs (or Duckets, asit 1s commonly called 
| adioneth to Hornſey, 2nd did ſometimes belong to Saint 
Iohns of lers/alem, in Lordon. Another they ſpeake of in 
Tottenham ſtreete, alimme ofrhe Neather ward, But it being 
diſmembred, and the land,alienatedfrom the Mannor houſe,ic 
15n0t worth the remembring. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of the Woods; 


T hath divers and ſundry Feeds, whereof ſome are of very 

great content. More it hath had in formertimes. But they 
dayly decreaſc,and are daily fewer and fewer.And as they de- 
creaſe in number : So thoſe few encreaſe not in quantity. For 
ſuchis the intollerableſpoyle that is ere made of the Wood, 
that I cannot blame thoſe rhat arc the owners, if they do, {6 
farre as Law and licence will permit,ltocke them vp. 


CHAP. VIL 
Of the Church, "Parſonage, and 


V icaraze. 


He Church, being, for a country village, as Tottenham is, 

a reaſonable large & fayre one, with apleaſant tunable ring 
of fiue Bells, Rtandethvpon an hill, inuirencd onthe Welt, 
North, and Eaſt with the rineret Moſe, as wee haue partly 
rouch'd before , and hall hercafter more amply and plaincly 
cclare. 
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declare, It is ſfeatedneytherin the middeſt of the towne. For 
that could riot eaſily hane bene done. Nor in thecenter of the. 
Q uadrate, before mentioned. Forrthe rode lyetirEaſtward 
from it not much aboue a quarrer of a mile : And from theli- 
mits of the Churchyard ynto the bounds of Edmonton, it is 
about three quarters of a mile. 

It hath belonging to it,as the moſt of all the great Pariſhes 
here aboutes haue,a Parſonage, anda Vicarage. The Parſonage, 
{tandeth ypon an hijl, Nerch from the Church , the Brooke ' 
running berweene them. They are;diſtant about zo ſcore, Tt 
is impropriate, and belongeth,as of the demeane of the Ca- 
thedrall Church of Saint Pax! in London, tothe Deane and 
chapter there. 

The Vicarage, ſtandeth vponthe ſame {ide of the Rinerer, 
remote from the Church about the like diſtance, and from the 
Parſonage,EaRward about halfea mile. It is a ſmall thing and 

ct very high rated in the Kings books. The beſt thing which 
Cedemmah vntoit,is the glebe Land, which in all, not withſtan- 
ding is not aboue Io Or 11 akers. It hath at Wood-greene, 
twoakersofground, with a cottage vponit,commonly called, 
The Vicars fheepe-cote. 


CHAP. VIII, 
Of the New riuer 


He New rimer, brought wichan ill will , from Wareto 
London, ranneth with many crookes and windings 
through the Weſt end of this Pariſh, Who was the firſt Au- 
thor of rhis proie&,I cannot tell, whether M. Buinmer , or any 
Other. But ſure Lam, that I hauc ſeene it mentioned in writing 
among{t the many rare and profitable inuentions of M. Tho- 
mas Bedwell , written with his owne. hand,aboue 50 yeares 
agone. Whatare become of thoſe his-papers, -I know not. 
Greatpity it 1s, they ſhould beloſt, 
© Whoſe proie& it was firſt,it much skillethnot.' Hee who 
firſt.chalked Gut the way,we know wasaMiniſter of London, 
D 2 | ' our 
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_ The deſcription 

Our Englith Tycho,a man ſo ingenious, induſtrons,and learned, .. 
that I ſupp6ſc there wete few things vadertaken by, him, if 
fecible,which hee would not hanecffefted and done. Miltake 
me nor : For althoughT ſpeake this, for his commendation: 
Yer I meane it not to the derogation of others. For it feemeth + 
that beforethe worke wasalrogether finiſhed, he was put by 

it, and ochers imployed to makean end of its 


The Second Booke. 
Of fundry Memorable things, worth the obſcr- 


wing here found and remaining. 


THus much of the towne in generall: and now are wee 

| come to other things more particu/ar or hiftoricall, 

| Memorable things here worth the obſcruiugare many: 

Yea many more, I verily belceue, then in any other 

Village whatſoceuer , amengſt thoſe many of the neighbours 

hood. Theſe I know not how it commeth to paſſe, do ſort 
themſclues by ternar'ys or threes. 


CHAP. I. 


"Fe firft ternary, arethe three Countries , which doe corn- 
tributeto the mainteinance of our Riuer of Leigh,to ſweer 
Eflex, Hartfordſhire, and Middleſex. To theſc three onely,and 
ronone elle, is he beholding, as ſhallin the following diſcourſe 
more plainely appeare. - L 


CHAP. IT: 


H: ſecond as nextiforautiquity,are the Crofſeghe Hermi- 
tage,! and the Altar of Saint Loy, Theſteare all in the great 
Redc,all wirhin lefſe then halfe a mile, The Offertoxy of Saint 


Loy, 


woo 


"SY . 
g's # 


Loy is a poore houſe fituate-0n the Weſt ſide-of the-ſayd 
Rode, alittle off from the Brig de, where we fayd the Middle= 
ward was determined. When this began , I contefſc 1cannor 
as yet learne. Hop 4; 
The other two are on the Eaſt of the ſame way : The Croſſe 
ſtandeth as it were in the middeſt betweene the forementio- 
ned Cell and the Hermitage, That there hath bene a Crofle 
here of long continuence,cuen-ſo longas ſince that decrce yyas 


made by the Charch, That euery Parith ſhould, inplaces moſt | i 


frequented, ſet vpa Croſſe, I make no doubt, But whether it 
wereſuchat the firſt,as afterward it is manifeſt it was, I much 
doubt of. For thar it hath bene of an extraordinary height ; 
And that from thencathe towne gained the addition of Alte 
e&rucis,thetowne,l meane, to be called Tottenham-high-crofſe, 
all men muſt needs confeſle, 

Edward the firſt, firnamed Longſhanks, determining. a 
;Ourney into Scotland, in the yeare of our Lord 12990. t9 de- 
cide, as our hiſtoriographers report , rhe controuerſie be= 
tweene the competitours of the crowne, tooke the Queene 
his wife Elanora along with him.The Q uecne by the way 
fell ſicke,Yea fo ſicke,that the Phyſitians deſpaired of her re- 


couery. W herevponthe King would go no farther, but retyr- - 


ned,with a purpoſe to bring her backe, to Londomagaine. In 
thisreturne ſhe departed this lifeat Herdvey, a towne neere 
Lincolne, on the 28 of Nouembtr. She being dead, aſſoone 
as preparation could bee made, the corps was caried backein 
ſtate toward London. And in euery towne and place, where 
the body of the Queene ſtayed, the King, in token of his mare 
ucilous loue toward her,cauſcd a ſtately Crofle to be erected. 
That this of ours yyas one of them), I darenot fay : Bat that 
it was againſt the corps ſhould come throuhthe towne reedi- 
fied, andadorned,and pzraduentur rayſed higher, there is no 
realon to thinketo the contrary. 

Whatſoeuerit was in former times, Tamnot ableroiy, 
But about 50 yeares agoneT remember, riding throughthe 


_ towne, obſeruedit tobee a columne of wood,coueted with a * 
ſquare ſhecte of keade, to ſhoote the water of euery way, vis 
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derſet by foure ſpurres. This, being decayed and-rotten z was 
taken downe,gand anew one built of brickes, as rlow we ſee it, 
-abour ſome thirty yeares fince , by Deang Woad, who dwelt 
in the houſe next vntoit,on the Eaſt part. 

The third remarkable thing of this ſecond ternary, is the 
Hermitag,diſtant Scuthward trom the Crofle,abour X ſcore, 
or ſhort of aStone bridge in the bottome VII or VIII. ſcore. 

Ir was within the memory of ſome yet lining alirtle ſquare 

building, for themoſt part of bricke; Itisnow a pretty dwel- 
li t& a {mall family. 

 Icwas built queſttonlefle ypon the common:But ſince, it ſee- 
metÞ, by licence obtceined of the Lord,it: hath bene incloſes, 

and toit hath bene annexedalittle plotte of ground, which 

* lately hath bene converted to an; Hortyard: Asalſo along ſlipe 
two poale broad, running along by the Highwhy Southward 


| from the houſe were 20 {core. 


— | 
" *,*q"He third ternary, are three Prouerbs, commonly by the 
"Þ oictbourreied and ſpoken of Tottenham. 

\. The fivſt ofthoſe is, Totronbam 55 turn'd Frexch,The reaſon 
of the Prouerbe, I doe not vnderſtand, except it aroſe ypon 
_ = occaſion of many French, which herein former times Fad 
--& theirabode or dwelling.But that you may ſee, firſt that I doe 

not abuſe you; And ſecondly in whar ſenſe it hath beenevſcd, 
heare M. ob Heywood:of whom I had it,his wordgare theſe. 
. Fheblacke Oxe had not trode or his or hey foete x 
- Butereihs branch of bliſſe could reach any roote, 

The flowers ſo faded, that in fiftcene weekes, 

eA man might eſpye the change m the cheekes, 

Both of this poore wretch, and his wife this poore wench, 

Their facertold toyes, That Tottenham was turn'd French: 
And all their light laughing turnd aud tranſlated 
. Imp ſad fighing,all'mirth was abated, 


Thus | 
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' Thus farre hee. The booke was printed by Thomas Barchler 


inthe yeare of our Lond MDXLVI. 


The ſecond is thus: When Tottenham wood is all on fire, 1 


Then Tottenham ſtreat is naught but mire.The occaſion of this 
Prouerbe aroſe from a great wood,called Tottehiham wood, of 
many hundredakers,vpon thetop of anhigh Hill inthe Weſt 


end of the pariſh,which may eaſily be ſcene of all thoſe which 


dwell elſwhere in the ſame : Asa'ſo in Edelmtonand into 
Eſſex. It 18 obſerued, That whenloeuer a foggy thicke miſt 
dorh ariſe out of this wood,and harg oner it, or houer aboute 
it in maner of a fmoake, That it's generally aſigne of raine and 
foule weather: And in rayny weather, the {treat lying very 
lowe,although gravelly,is tor the moRt part drown'd,or ouer- 
flowed with water, This therfore to them, and to thoſe adioy- 
ning neighbours, is inthis caſe in ſted of a Prognoſtication. The 
like viſe doe the inhabitants of Stafford ſhire, and other their 
necreneighbours , make of Snowdon hills in Wales & Mal- 
borne hills in Worceſterſhire. 


The Third is of the ſame wood alſo, or rather of the Hl, 


ypon the which that woed groweth or is planted, which is 
thus: Tex fhall as eaſily remoue Tottenham wood, This is,of fome 
ſpoken of things inpollible,or not likely tobe cifeted, For the 
Hillisnot only very high, bur alſo it's very great,conteining; 
at the leaſt 400 akersot ground, And therfore not caly to bo 
remoned out of the place. | 


Chap.IIII 


he Fourth ternary is of three Wells or Founteins Ofran»ing 

or lining waters, all which in thoſe days were famous,for 
their ſeuerali ſoucraigne vertues, their waters, were ſuppoſed 
tO haue againſt diners and ſundry diſeaſes. The Firſt of theſe 
is St Loy,well, which nowe is nothing els but adeep pitte in 
the Highway,on the Weſt ſide therof, betweene his Cell and 
the Croſle, almoſt midde way.It is always full of water,but ne- 
uer 


A 


The deſcription 
- Cnerunnethouer, The water therof, as they ſay , doth farre 
excede allthe watersnere yntoti. ' It was within the memory 
of man caft, tocleanſe it, ' becatiſe it was almoſt filld vp with 
mudde,and inthe botrome of it there was found a very fayre 
great {tone which had certeine chara ters or letters engrau'n 
vp9n it. But ir being by the negligence of the workmen bro- 
ken 2nd fonty detaced, and no man.nere that regarded ſuch 
things.i: is vaknown what they were,or what they might ſig- 
nit y. 

The ſecond is calle4 Mofwell, which ariſeth ont of the 
bottome ofa cellar,of a fayre houſe ſitnate vpon the fide of the 
high-hill, which wee ſpake of before, a parte of that,on which 
that great wood, laſt mentioned, is ſeated.Of this ſpring, ts 
thatparr of this hillnamed Moſle-hill.That houſe, I conteſle,- 
 t$nort of this pariſh, yet beinglen'n 1n the very $kirts of it, 
and the water falling immediately into ir, I have made bo!d to 
- make it one ofthis our number. 

The Third and thelaſt is calied By/bopswell,which isaſpring 
iſſuing out of the ſide of an hill, in a field oppoſite vnto the v1- 
carage,and falleth intothe Mole afore it hath rume many paſes. 
Manyancicnt peop!e do yet tellof many ſtrangcures, done vr. 
ro the diſeaſed and impotent, by the meanes of theſe waters, 
which Lleaue to be by them related,to ſuchasdelight inthem, 

Other ſprings and fountains there are, about this towne 
many, eſpecially iſfling out of that hill yponthe which the 
- Church {tandeth, and ina wood called Spottens :#But none, 
which in former times have bene ſ@ much frequented and tal- 
kedof, and therefore thoſe wee paſſe by,as not making much 
to this our purpoſe. | 


. Chap.v. 


he Fifth ternary is of Bridges, For of the many remark able 

'L things, noted by Chorographers, indeſcribing of coun» 
rryes, ſtone, orfayre Bridges, built for the common good of 
| traueuljers, 


of Tottenham 
trauclliers,are not thelaſt,as itis to be ſcene in this-verſe,made 
of the memorable things , obſerucd by a trauciller, in this 
our Kingdome of England: Mors,er Fons, & Pons, Eclefia, Fen 
mina, Lana, Of Hils,Springs,and Bridges,Churches, fare Wo 
men,and Wooll ; All traxellersreporte, thu ilandto be full, If 
this bewoorth the noting inthe generall: Then is it not tobe 


omitted in the particular. In this par:th within the compaſſe _ 


of a mile, there are three Bridges , which haue formerly bene 
vaulted or built of ſtone.Thels although they bee neyther yery 
great nor fayre: Yet arethey for horie and-cart ; And ſuch as 
are not againe betweene Ware and London. 

The firſt of theſe, which rhey call the Lordſ#ip Bridge, is 
about the middeſt of the Middleward, and not farre from the 
Lordſhip lane, which leadeth vp to the Church. The Moſe, 
which from the Parfonagelane hath runne , for the ſpace of' 
balfea mile direQtly South, as it were repenting h1mſcife of 
that coutſe , ſuddenly againſt the middeſt of the gardin of}. 
VFilcoxeturnethſhort,andconucying it ſelfe vnder this Bridge 
walketh leifurly Eaſt ward, in a ſtraight line to meete the 
Licgh. 

The Second, is,as before was touch'd,a ſtone-br iCgealſe:Y*r 
not fo wide nor highas the former .Neyther is there iridced , 
any reaſon, why it ſhould beeſo, ſeeing that the water which 
falleth toward it, is no other but raine warer,, and moreoner 
none Of it cometh from farre, This beareth the name of B/ack- 
»p-bridge, of x Lane , whichleadeth from Weſt-greene to- 
ward Page-greenc, and commeth out againſt this Bridge. 

The Third, which is yet lefſer then the ſecond, from which 
It isdiſtant Southward , about 20 ſcore mhis was alſo ar the 

firſt doubtlefſe of ſtone. For it is comm:only.called Small Store- 
bridge. Althoughtrue it is that of ſomeir termed MMark-bridge. 
There 1s on the further ſide of the towne which anot her, for- 
metly hathbenealſo of ſtene,but is now decayeds:fall en downe 


E CHAP. YT. 
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"Dodeeripiin 
CHAP. VI. 


be Sixt ternary , ave three woonderg , Or three ſtrange ACCI- 

dents,and all of trees,not ſo much obſcruid by the inhabj« 
rants, as by ſtxangers or out-towns men. The Firit ofthis rank 
15 of awaluntte zree, ſtanding inthe middeſt of atuft of Elm's, 
{et in the manner of a circle,beneath the Hermitage, on thc cnd - 
of Page green, by the middle ſtone Bridge.This Tree haththele- 
many yeares ſtod there, and it is obſerued yearely to liueand 
beate leaus, and yet to ſtand ar a ſtay,that isto growe neither 
greater nor higher. The people docommonly tell the reaſon to - 
bee, for that there was one burnt vponthar place, for rhe pro 


fcſſion of the Goſpell. But who it was, and whenit ſhould be 
done,they cannot tell, and I finde no ſuch thing inour ſtories 
vpon record, and therfore I do net tell this for atruthe. 

The ſecond and Third are of two E/wm's. The brit of theſe 
1s a pollard ſtanding.n the high way,not farre fromthe Horſe 


pond, bythe houtes in the middeſt of the ſtreere, come 
uonly knowne by the name of the Smiths forge. This is a 
pollard , of body great : Not much ligher, fromthe higheſt 
ground,then atall man;The boughs not many,norhigh.It gro- 
weth ypon the fide of an high bank, leaning much from the 
bank into the weſt, This Tree, notwithſtandingall this,and 
thar it was beſides ſheltered by a company of trees much 
higher rhen it ſelfe,was bluwne vp and layd vpon the houſe, 
and caryed with it vpon the root,the whole bank for two rod 
together,the carthof which, in myitudgment,whoſawe it the 
nextday , could not be much leſſe then 20 carte loads. Thoſe 
who dwelt in. the honſe went about tocut it vp : But ſome 
more wifer, vaderſtanding for what-purpoſe it wasat the firft 
{er there, and what a ſhelter it was vnro the houſe, cauſedit 
with ropes to-bepull'd back againe,and be ſetled-in the place 

whereit {tood before,and ſtangeth at this day. 
Theſecond was anElme which grew behind the Crofle, bes 
tweenit I meane, anda fayre houſe,on the Ealt of thenn _ 
| This, 
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This , for body was well nere fouretimes fo great as thar 


former,and not much higher in any re{pe& ,&tke top bovghes 
were doted and bare. This treeglikeas the former , not with- 
ſtanding thacir had mighty rootes, farre (pteading, decpely 


infixedinto the ground,was ina tempelt, quite blowne vp by 


. the rootes and layd along, 


:CAAP. VIT. 


He Seanenth ternary is of Charitable aits.of well poſed 

people,done for the manteinauce and relecte of thepoore, 
The firit , both in reſpe& of time and valeiy, is a» Almes- 
honſe, which ſtandeth nere vntothegrear Stone-bridge,on the 
Eaſt fide of the high way , fourded inthe yeare of our Lord 
God 1596, for 8 poore ſingle people, by M. Baltaſſar Zanches 
a Spanyard borne, the firſt Contedtioner or comtit maker, and 
grate maſter of all that profcſle that trade in this kingdome. 
Ouer the middeft of the houſe , right againſt the gate,cntring 


into the yard befgzethe houſe you, haue this ſuperſcription : 


"Not vntovs;OLord, not vnto vs: But tothy Name giuethe 


glory. Plalm. CXV I 1. Baltafar Zanchez, borne in the Ciry of 
Sberez,in Eltremadurazis the founder of theſe 8 almes houſes, 


for the rcliefeof 8 poore men and women,of the towne of 


Tottenham High-crofſe. - 
The Second is a beneuolence of the'Lady Woodhouſe, who 


dying out ot the Parſonage,in the yeare of our Lord-z 609.g4#e 


ehirty pownds, coremainetor a perpetuall ſtock, to bee let out 
for Lon —_— the yearc, and the profit, to bee yearely 
diuided equally.betweeneten poore aged people. 

The Third 1s the gift of M. Thomas 'FFheeley of Wood- 


-greene, ſometimes a proftour of the Arches,of tweluepence a 


weeke for euer,to bee giuen euery Sunday in Bread, vntothe 


pooreſt ſort,eſpecially thoſe of Woodgreene, But I thinke it 


not amiſſe toſet downe ont of his will , ſo much as may con» 


cerne the bnfines. Fir/1 7 gize faith he,vnro the poore of the parifh 
of All-ſaints in Tottenham,to be diſtributed unto them, by the dij= 
ay F" w 
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Ths deſcription 
erctisn of the Uicar,and Churchwardens there, here moſt neca 
2t the [4,mme of three pouna's,ſixe Jiillings,c etght pence of cur- 
rant money of England,at the time of my buriall, Item, 1 will, 
That encry Sunday after my buriall forener, there bee twelne 
pence beſtowed in Bread; eAnd the ſame then to bee giuen at the 
diſcretion of the Uicarand Churchwardens, to ſo many of the 
pooreſt inthe ſame pariſh,and eſpecially of Wood-greene, as they 
ſhall hage penny loanes for twelue pence, togetber with the ad- 
uartage. Ard for thedne performance thereof, I binde all the 
Lands Thane within the Parijh of Tottenham, with clauſe of ai- 
firefſe, That if my heire ſhall make default that then for enery- 
weeke he ſhall ſo maked efault, he ſhall forfeit three fhullings for 
the ſayd weekely bequeſt of twelue pence tothe ſaide poore, As 

for the ſaid forfeiture , and all arreerages thereby to come or 
ariſe , It ſhall and maybe lavwfull to and for the ſaid U icar 
and Churchwardens, their ſucceſſors and aſſignes, into the ſame 
my Lands, or any part thereof, to enter and deſircyne , and the 
diftrefſe, and diſtr eſſzs,from thence to beare lead, drive and carry 
away untill they ſhall bee ſatiſfied the ſame, according to the tre 

ertent G meaning of my will; And that from time to time as of: 43 
any ſuch default ſhalihappen, Thus farre the words of the will, 
made the twenty nine of Innc inthe yeare.of our Lord 161 2. 


CHAP. VIJIT, 


J "He Eighth ternary is of Charitable intendizents : This 

I call them, becaute they wererather purpoſed,then done, 
or not done to contirme for any long time. Notwithſtanding 
for the good intent,or we 1l meaning of the Autliors, it were 
pity they ſhould be buried in filence. 

The Firit of theſe is 4» Almer-howſe for three poore people, 
built, by one M* Pheſant,fome time an inhabirant of this pariſh 
vpon the Church land, along by the Eaſt ſide of the fame, This 
Mr Pheſanrt,if I were not milinformed, was graund-father ta 
the late lady Slany of London. Which lady dying in the yeare, 

of. 
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of Tottenham 
Sf our Lord, bequeathed vnto the poore people, at that day, 
as was concetued,thererefiding, V pound, to be equally deuided 
among them, And thus was it by myſelfe,& the then Church< 
wardens accordingly beſtowed. I confeſſe, T wiſhed that 
it might haueremained for aſtocke,to haue raiſed fome yearly 
reuennew, toward the mainteinarce of the poore there placed. 


But nowe ſeeing that was not then done, Iwiſh in the ſecond. 


placegif there beany of that family remaining,thar they would 
take it intotheir conſiderations, That that good intendement 
by him begunne , many not be vtterly forgotten, which cer» 
zcinly in thenext generation will come topaſſe, except this 
commemoration of mine Jo cauſe the contrary. 

The Second is ofthe gift of one Mr Dalby,a fiſhmonger of 
London , of certeine Barrells of herrings, to be diſtriburedat 
the beginning of Lent, to the poorer fort ofthis pariſh. Bur 
there being no deed,or record to be found of that his giſt 


_ remainyng, it bath bene diſcontiaued for many yeers, and is 


like'ly to come to nothing. 

The Third and the latt, isof XL Shill ings, of the gift of Mr 
Humphrey Wettwood, to-be giu'n yearly to the poore of the 
pariſh , andto be diſtributed at the diſcretion ot the vicar and 
Churchwardens, | 

Beſide theſe abone mentioned, ſome other things there are, 
although I know notvnder what titlato ranke them , which 
would not be forgotten: And theſe allo are in number three. 
Amongſt theſethe moſt memorable was an Hogſe , that ſtood 
oucr aparnlt the lanes end, that leadeth vp ro rhe vicarage and 
Parſonage, commonly called the B/acke heuſ: , whereas they 
report king Henry the Y1IT hadolt lyen. In the chambcr ouer 
the hall I have read this inſcription, written ypon the wall, /z 
this chamber king Hanry the VIII hath often ljen. It 15 nowea 
part of the backer houſing of Mr Gerard Gore. 
On the other fide of the way,a little higher, where younow ſee 
an inne called the Hornes,there was a {table,for his horſes whe: 
hee came thither to ſtay. Some ajirme,tknow not vpon what 


..ground, That this houſe did, for that vſe belong to the King,. 
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:fofig beforethis King Henrysdayes. And that afterthe King 


. had leaft it, it was conucited toan inne, and was knowne by : 


the name of thc Hornes,asnow I? Is. , 

Laſtly there is an Houſe vpon Page greene , next vnto the : 
round tuft of trees, ſometime inthecenure and occupation 
of Simon Bolton, monyer , which,with. the land thereto bes; 
longing, being no ſmall quantity,was giuen,as many do credi-? 


bly reporte,torhe maintaynaace of a Free-{choole,or tor ſomg | 


other ſuch charitable vſe. But becauſe of this matter 1 am n 


: better informed, and: cannot yet learne,who gaue it : To what E 
placeit was giuen : How it came to paſſe that it went nor fors; 


ward, and ſuchotherlike circumſtances, I ſurcefle to fay 
any word more of it; And thus I conclude not 
onely this particular :Bur alſo this whole 
. - treatiſe and arguments 


